A guideto assistl a n d h o lindselecting suitable species for
planting using DELWP ‘NatureKit’

Note: NatureKit is a new biodiversity mapping and reporting tool. Layout and functions may change as
NatureKit continues to be updated and refined by DELWP.

A The following guide assists in assessing your site and selecting native species for planting using
Bioregion and Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) information.

A Bioregions are a landscape-scale approach to classifying the environment using a range of attributes
such as climate, geomorphology, geology, soils and vegetation. There are 28 bioregions identified in
Victoria. Within each bioregion are a number of EVCs.

A Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) are the standard unit for classifying vegetation types in Victoria.
The EVC benchmarks contain a subset of "typical" but not comprehensive lists of species for each EVC
in a bioregion.

Find the Bioregion and Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC)

1. To access NatureKit on the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)
website click on the following link. Take a minute to read the page including Frequently Asked
Questions to learn more about NatureKit.

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-interactive-map

2. Scrolltoandclickon‘ L au Nah ur .eMait anmoment while NatureKit loads to its home
screen as below (Fig.1).
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Figurel. NatureKit home screen: PC Mobile Phone

Note features including Layers menu/button (circled purple) and Zoom buttons (circled red).
If you are using a mobile device i.e. Android or iOS (iPhone or iPad) open the Layers menu. Mobile
devices also have a geolocation button with o6Find

TreeProject March 2018 1


https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-interactive-map

3. Layers menu (Fig. 2) - select and deselect boxes as below including Ecological Vegetation
Classes and Bioregions. (I n a d dAdnbinisative Bodindarieséallows you to select and view
regions and boundaries options such as DELWP, CMA, and Landcare).
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Figure 2. Select layers as above left.

4. Zoom to location (Fig. 3) using zoom and/or cursor and scroll functions.
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Figure 3. Zoom and position at location.
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5. Click on the location. A highlighted EVC area and details of the site will appear. | t idportant to
note Bioregion and EVCs (Fig. 4) (Pre-1750 EVC mapping is a model of the assumed pre-

European settlement vegetation types of Victoria, 2005 is a present-day model).

6. Click on ‘Open benchmark assessment for EVCs in this Bioregion (PDF)’ taking you directly to

the Bioregion page / EVC list. Or use the link below to connect to DELWP 6 s

6Bi oregions

benchmar ks 6ScrallddbEly@ lspechmark for the site and download or print (Fig. 5).
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Figure 4. Bioregion and EVC information. (Map abbreviations: * G o IGdldfields Bioregion,* AT-HR W’
Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland EVC, * GW' Gr asskEVCWoodl and

C | @ Secure | https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/_data/asse

Gold_EVCs_combined.pdf

Environment

EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment
Goldfields bioregion
EVC 67: Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland

Description:

‘Open woodiand to 15 m tall on broad alluvial plains and along ephemeral drainage lines. Soil are generally poorly drained
duplex soils with sandy loam overtying a heavier ciay subsoil. Understorey consists of few, if any shrubs with the strking
feature of this EVC being the high species-richness of the ground-layer and the low biomass of this cover, particularly in
summer.

DBH(em)  #/ha
70 cm 8/ha

50 cm

Common Name

Immature Canopy Tree 5%

Understorey Tree or Large Shrub 1 5% T
Medium Shrub 3 5% M
Small Shrub 3 5% ss
Prostrate Shrub. 1 1% s
Large Herb 3 5% H
Medium Herb 15 30%

See Appendix 1 - How to read an EVC description sheet.

Figure5.Combi ned Bi o rsedfiSernll t&relé/ant EVC description sheet, download or print.

DELWP'Bi or egi ons and E Vik: \biecntcohronepoiksap,Bach Bioregion with
description, EVC list/benchmarks (available as PDF or DOCX), and lots of other great information.

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks

Make sure to assess your on-site landscape, and to contact your local experts for further information,

see Landcare Gateway and other links on our Resources page.
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Appendix 1 - How to read an EVC description sheet

An Ecological Vegetation Class (or EVC) sheet provides a guide for users to determine what vegetation and

ot her environment al characteristics

are to be

tree size, type of species, number of species and so on to help users assess their site against these

benchmarks, and from this to determine the overall quality of that site.

Department of
Sustainability and

Environment

EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality Assessment

EVC 22: Grassy Dry Forest

expected

Highlands —_ Southern 1. The Description of the landscape is crucial to your decision if this EVC

is appropriate to you planting site. If the EVC is listed as a Complex EVC,
this means the landscape has many landscape changes in one area, you
will need to look at surrounding EVC lists to determine the landscape

3. These are the species you might find in the canopy
layer (the uppermost layer of vegetation) at your site.
In this EVC, Red Stringybark, Bundy and Red Box
make up the canopy. These can be ideal tree
species to plant at your site. In sites with this EVC,
you should aim to have these species cover
approximately 30% of the site.

trying to decide on the proportion of
trees, shrubs, grasses and so on
to order for your understory. (Note
that herbs are simply plants without
woody material, and graminoids are
grasses, lilies, orchids and similar).

description that fits your particular area

Description:

Occurs on a variety of gradients and altitudes and on a range of geologies. The overstorey is dominated by a low to medium

height open forest of eucalypts to 20 m tall, sometimes resembling a woodland. The understorey usually consists of a sparse

shrub layer of medium height. Grassy Dry Forest is characterised by a ground layer dominated by a high diversity of drought-

tolerant grasses and herbs, often including a suite of fern species.

Large trees: o /h 2. This is the number of large
Species DBH(cm #/ha
pLpar i N g 20/ ha trees per hec'Fare that. car? be

\ expected at high quality sites.
Tl‘f/e Canopy Cﬂ‘(l:?]ﬂ — " " In this EVC, approximately 20
ocover aracter Species ommon Name
30% Eucalyptus macrorhyncha Red Stringybark Eucalyptus trees can be
Eucalyptus goniocalyx 5./, Bundy expected per hectare at a
Euca/ypmspo/yam‘/?enm Red Box h|gh quallty Site.

Understorey: This provides a guide as to
Life form #Spp %Cover LFcode | the ideal number of large
Immature Canopy Tree 5% IT .

Understorey Tree or Large Shrub 1 5% T trees at your site.
Medium Shrub 7 10% MS
Small Shrub 4 10% sS
Prostrate Shrub 2 1% PS
Large Herb 2 1% LH
Medium Herb 11 20% MH
Small or Prostrate Herb 3 5% SH
Large Tufted Graminoid L 5% LTG | 4. These are the proportions of
Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid 7 25% MTG different 6life fo
Medium to Tiny Non-tufted Graminoid 2 5% MNG . .
Ground Fern 1 5% GF site. Dondot worry
Scrambler or Climber 3 5% sC these since the categories can be
Bryophytes/Lichens na 10% BL pretty confusing! Just note that this
Soil Crust na 10% S/C . )

section may be helpful if you are

shrub and 4 different species of small-sized shrub.
Pl ease note that the |ife form type
information is givery Wmoderr 6t lsee cd T roene

5. This indicates how many species would belong to each life form at a high quality site.
For example, at a high quality site you would find 7 different species of medium-sized

61 mmg

Can ¢
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EVC 22: Grassy Dry Forest

Highlands — Southern Fall bioregion

LF Code Species typical of at least part of EVC range Common Name
T Exocaipos cupressifonmis Cherry Ballart
MS Cassinia aculeata Common Cassinia
M5 Acacia genistifolia Spreading Wattle
MS Daviesia leptophylla Narrow-leaf Bitter-pea
MS Correa reflexa Common Correa
SS Hovea heterophylla Common Hovea
SS Dillwynia cinerascens s./, Grey Parrot-pea
SS Pimelea humilis Common Rice-flower
SS Leucopogon virgatus Common Beard-heath
PS Acrotriche serrulata Honey-pots
PS Astroloma hurmifusum Cranberry Heath
MH Gonocarpus tetragynus Common Raspwort
MH Hypericum gramineum Small St John's Wort
MH Viola hederacea sensu Willis (1872) Ivy-leaf Violet
SH Opercularia varia Variable Stinkweed
SH Dichondra repens Kidney-weed
SH Oxalis exilis Shady Wood-sorrel
MTG Joycea pallida Silvertop Wallaby-grass
MTG Lomandra filiformis Wattle Mat-rush
MTG Poa sieberiana Grey Tussock-grass
MTG Dianella revoluta s., Black-anther Flax-lily
MNG Microlaena stipoides var. stipoldes Weeping Grass
SC Hardenbergia violacea Purple Coral-pea
SC Billardiera scandens Common Apple-berry
SC Comesperma volubile Love Creeper
Recruitment:
Continuous 6. These are the species which you can expect to
5 e find at a high-quality site. They are a fantastic
Organic Litter: T . .
20 % cover indication of which species you should order for
your site. It is likely you will find that some of
Logs: these are already present.
20 m/0.1 ha.
Weediness:
LF Code Typical Weed Species Common Name Invasive Impact
MH Hypochoens radicata Cat's Ear high high
MH Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury high low
MTG Briza maxima Large Quaking-grass high low
MTG Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass high high
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