
TreeProject March 2018 1 

A guide to assist landholder’s in selecting suitable species for 

planting using DELWP ‘NatureKit’  
 

Note: NatureKit is a new biodiversity mapping and reporting tool. Layout and functions may change as 

NatureKit continues to be updated and refined by DELWP. 

 
Á The following guide assists in assessing your site and selecting native species for planting using 

Bioregion and Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) information.  

Á Bioregions are a landscape-scale approach to classifying the environment using a range of attributes 
such as climate, geomorphology, geology, soils and vegetation. There are 28 bioregions identified in 
Victoria. Within each bioregion are a number of EVCs.  

Á Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) are the standard unit for classifying vegetation types in Victoria. 
The EVC benchmarks contain a subset of "typical" but not comprehensive lists of species for each EVC 
in a bioregion. 

 

Find the Bioregion and Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVC) 

1. To access NatureKit on the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 

website click on the following link. Take a minute to read the page including Frequently Asked 

Questions to learn more about NatureKit.  

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-interactive-map 

2. Scroll to and click on ‘Launch NatureKit’. Wait a moment while NatureKit loads to its home 

screen as below (Fig.1).  

 

 
Figure1. NatureKit home screen: PC                                                                  Mobile Phone  

Note features including Layers menu/button (circled purple) and Zoom buttons (circled red).   
If you are using a mobile device i.e. Android or iOS (iPhone or iPad) open the Layers menu. Mobile 
devices also have a geolocation button with óFind Meô function. 
  
 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-interactive-map
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3. Layers menu (Fig. 2) - select and deselect boxes as below including Ecological Vegetation 
Classes and Bioregions. (In addition, óAdministrative Boundariesô allows you to select and view 
regions and boundaries options such as DELWP, CMA, and Landcare). 

 
Figure 2. Select layers as above left.  

 
4. Zoom to location (Fig. 3) using zoom and/or cursor and scroll functions. 

 
Figure 3. Zoom and position at location.  
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5. Click on the location. A highlighted EVC area and details of the site will appear. Itôs important to 

note Bioregion and EVCs (Fig. 4) (Pre-1750 EVC mapping is a model of the assumed pre-

European settlement vegetation types of Victoria, 2005 is a present-day model).  

6. Click on ‘Open benchmark assessment for EVCs in this Bioregion (PDF)’ taking you directly to 

the Bioregion page / EVC list. Or use the link below to connect to DELWPôs óBioregions and EVC 

benchmarksô webpage. Scroll to EVC benchmark for the site and download or print (Fig. 5). 

 
Figure 4. Bioregion and EVC information. (Map abbreviations: ‘Gold’ Goldfields Bioregion, ‘ATH – RW’  
Alluvial Terraces Herb-rich Woodland EVC, ‘GW’ Grassy Woodland EVC) 

 

 
Figure 5. Combined Bioregion EVC’s pdf. Scroll to relevant EVC description sheet, download or print.  
See Appendix 1 - How to read an EVC description sheet. 

 
DELWP ‘Bioregions and EVC benchmarks’ link: Victoriaôs Bioregion map, each Bioregion with 
description, EVC list/benchmarks (available as PDF or DOCX), and lots of other great information. 
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks 

Make sure to assess your on-site landscape, and to contact your local experts for further information, 

see Landcare Gateway and other links on our Resources page.

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks
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Appendix 1 - How to read an EVC description sheet 

An Ecological Vegetation Class (or EVC) sheet provides a guide for users to determine what vegetation and  

other environmental characteristics are to be expected at a site. The EVC provides óbenchmarksô relating to  

tree size, type of species, number of species and so on to help users assess their site against these 

benchmarks, and from this to determine the overall quality of that site.

 
 

2. This is the number of large 

trees per hectare that can be 

expected at high quality sites. 

In this EVC, approximately 20 

Eucalyptus trees can be 

expected per hectare at a 

high quality site. 

This provides a guide as to 

the ideal number of large 

trees at your site. 

 

1. The Description of the landscape is crucial to your decision if this EVC 

is appropriate to you planting site. If the EVC is listed as a Complex EVC, 

this means the landscape has many landscape changes in one area, you 

will need to look at surrounding EVC lists to determine the landscape 

description that fits your particular area 

4. These are the proportions of 
different ólife forms ôexpected at the 
site. Donôt worry too much about 
these since the categories can be 
pretty confusing! Just note that this 
section may be helpful if you are 
trying to decide on the proportion of 
trees, shrubs, grasses and so on 
to order for your understory. (Note 
that herbs are simply plants without 
woody material, and graminoids are 
grasses, lilies, orchids and similar). 

5. This indicates how many species would belong to each life form at a high quality site. 
For example, at a high quality site you would find 7 different species of medium-sized 
shrub and 4 different species of small-sized shrub. 
Please note that the life form type óImmature Canopy Treeô will always be blank since this 
information is given under the óTree Canopy Coverô section. 

3. These are the species you might find in the canopy 
layer (the uppermost layer of vegetation) at your site. 
In this EVC, Red Stringybark, Bundy and Red Box 
make up the canopy. These can be ideal tree 
species to plant at your site. In sites with this EVC, 
you should aim to have these species cover 
approximately 30% of the site. 
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6. These are the species which you can expect to 

find at a high-quality site. They are a fantastic 

indication of which species you should order for 

your site. It is likely you will find that some of 

these are already present. 


